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AIT IDENTIFICATION OF THE SPECIES OF FISHES DESCEIBED IN 
SHAW'S GENERAL ZOOLOGY. 

BY JOSEPH SWAIN. 

In the early part of the present century, Dr. George Shaw 
compiled a " General Zoology " or " Systematic Natural History," 
which was to contain descriptions of all the animals then known. 
In the two volumes on fishes, 1 he introduced a large number of 
new specific names, most of them arbitrary, and unwarranted 
alterations of prior names, the rest chiefly for species described 
by travelers, which had been for one reason or another left without 
binomial designation. Of all the various compilations of the kind, 
pertaining to fishes, this work of Shaw's is probably the least 
worthy. Some of the names, however, have priority of date. I 
here give a list of all the new generic and specific names intro- 
duced by Shaw, with the name which the form iii question should 
bear, so far as I can ascertain it. 

Cases involving difficulty of identification or doubt as to proper 
nomenclature, have been referred to Prof. Jordan, to whom I am 
also indebted for numerous suggestions, and for the use of his 
library. 



VOL. IV. 



Anguilla vulgaris, . pi. 1, 15 

Mursena romana, . . .26 

Mursena africana, . . .30 

Mureena meleagris, . . .32 

Mursena 3 viridis, . . .33 

Monopterus javanicus, . . 39 
Odontognathus abdomine acu- 

leata, ... pi. 8, 74 

Triurus* commersonii, . . 78 

Qenus Stylephorus, . . .87 



IDENTIFICATION. 



Anguilla vulgaris, 2 Shaw. 
Murasna helena, L. 
Sidera afra (Bloch 1 , Swain. 
Sidera meleagris (Shaw), Swain. 
? Ophichthys, sp. 

Monopterus javenensis, La Cepede. 
Odontognathus mucronatus, La 
Cepede. 
? 
Genus Stylephorus. 



1 General Zoology of Systematic Natural History, by George Shaw, M. 
D., F. E. S., etc., with plates from the first authorities and most select 
specimens. Engraved principally by Mr. Heath, London (vol. iv, 1803 ; 
vol. v, 1804). 

2 Prior to Anguilla vulgaris Turton (1806), and Rafinesque (1810). 

3 Murema viridis is based on " Serpens Marinus americanus, Seb. 3, t. 
70, f. 2," apparently not identifiable. 

* Based on Triurus hougainvillianus La Cepede, ii, 201. 
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NAME. 

Stylephorus cordatus, 
Xiphias platypterus, 
Xiphias makaira, . 
Gadus' leverianus, 
Blennius trifurcatus, 
Cepola hermanuiiina, 
Gymnetras ascanii, 
Genus Vandellius, . 
Gobius ater, 
Gobiomorus australis, 
Cottus 4 australis, 
Scorpaana commersonii, 
Scorpsena bicapillata, 
Scorpsena brachiata, 
Zeus opah, 



pl. 
pi. 
pl. 



pl. 



PAGE. 

11, 87 

15, 101 

16, 104 
. 153 
. 174 
. 191 

27, 193 

. 199 

. 243 

. 249 

. 263 

. 271 

40, 273 

. 274 

42, 287 



Pleuronectes roseus, pl. 43, 302 

Pleuronectes rondeletii, . . 307 

Pleuronectes 3 argenteus, . . 308 

Pleuronectes diaphanus, . . 309 

Pleuronectes tuberculatus, . 312 

Chretodon imperialis, pl. 41, 324 

Chaetodon bifasciatus, . . 342 

Chaetodon plectorhynchus, 

pl. 49, 356 

Acanthurus nasus, pl. 51, 376 

Acanthurus 6 militaris, . . 380 

Acanthurus harpurus, . . 381 

Acanthurus achilles, . . 383 

Acanthurus' umbratus, . . 384 



IDENTIFICATION. 

Stylephorus cordatus, Shaw. 
Xiphias gladius, Linnaeus. 
Histiophorusgladius(Brouss. )LaC. 

? 
Raniceps trifurcus (Walb.), Cuv. 
Tsenioides hermannii,' 2 La Cepede. 
Regalecus glesne, Ascan. 
Lepidopus (Gouan), Bl. & Schn. 
Gobius ater, 3 Shaw. 
Eleotris strigata (Brouss.), C. & V. 

9 

Pterois volitans (L.), C. &. V. 
Synancia bicirrata (La C), Swain. 
Synancia verrucosa, Bloch. 
Lampiis guttatus (Briinnich), 

Retzius. 
Pleuronectes flesus, L. 
Solea ocellata (L.), Giinther. 

? 
Arnoglossus laterna (Walb.) Gvint. 
Psetta maxima (L.), Swainson. 
Holacanthus imperator (Bloch.), 

LaC. 
Heniochus macrolepidotus (L.), 

C. & V. 
Plectorhynchus chsetodontoides, 

LaC. 
Monoceros tuberosus (LaC.),8wain. 
Acanthurus, sp. 

Monoceros lituratus (Forst.) Swain. 
Acanthurus achilles, Shaw. 
? 



1 Described from a specimen in the Leverian Museum, which is "sup- 
posed" to be a native of the Southern Ocean, being placed in a collection 
of fishes taken during the last voyage of Captain Cook. 

■' Not hermannianus, as usually quoted. 

3 Gobius ater Shaw, is based on Gobius niger La C. (not of Linnaeus). If 
this is a valid species, it seems to have been overlooked by other writers. 

4 Cottus australis Shaw, is "a doubtful species ; described by myself in 
Mr. White's Voyage to Botany Bay" (Shaw). 

5 Pleuronectes argenteus is based on a partial description by Petiver, in 
"Gazoph. 10, t. 26." 

6 "Native of the Indian and American seas. In the British and Lever- 
ian Museums." (Shaw.) 

7 "Native of the Indian seas. In the British Museum." (Shaw.) 
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HAME. 

Acanthurus 1 meleagris, . 
Trichopus arabieus, 
Trichopus satyrus, 
Trichopus pallasii, 

Trichopus monodactylus, 

Scarus purpuratus, 

Scarus 2 rostratus, . 
Sparus 3 bicinctus, . 
Sparus brunnichii, 
Sparus commersonii, 
Sparus melanotus, . 

Sparus luna, . 

Sparus serran, 

Sparus 4 sciurus, . pi. 

Sparus argyropthalmus, 



64. 



Sparus 6 reticulatus, 
Sparus zonatus, 
Sparus hemisphsericus, pi. 66, 
Sparus brachiatus, pi. 66, 
Sparus magnificus, 
Sparus 7 palpebratus, 
Sparus tranquebaricus, 
Sparus semifasciatus, 
Sparus 8 trilineatus, 
Sparus 9 cepediauus, 



PAOB. IDENTIFICATION. 

885 ? 

390 Thalassoma lunare (L.), Swain. 

391 Osphromenus goramy, La Cepede. 

392 Osphromenus trichopterus (Pall.), 

Giinther. 

392 Monodactylus falciformis, La Ce- 
pede. 

397 Thalassoma purpuream (Forsk.), 
Swainson. 

401 ? 

418 ? 

424 Sparus bogaraveo, Briinn. 

428 Gerres oyena (Forsk.), Cuv. & Val. 

431 Lutjanusargentinaculatus (Forsk.), 
Swain. 

433 Lutjanus chrysurus (Bloch), Vaill. 

439 Serranus cabrilla (L.), Risso. 

439 Serranus formosus (L.), J. & G. 

441 Priacanthus 5 macrophthalmus 
(Bloch), Swain. 

447 ? 

452 Thalliums fasciatus (Thun.), Swn. 

554 Xyrichthys fuscus (La C), Swain. 

456 Xyrichthys fuscus (La C), Swain. 

463 Conodon nobilis (L.), J. & G. 

464 ? 

471 Lutjanus johnii (Bloch), Vaill. 

472 Epinephelus striatus (Bloch), Gill. 

472 ? 

473 ? Lutjanus, sp. 



1 " Native of the Indian and American seas. In the British Museum." 
(Shaw.) 

2 "Slightly described by Cepede from the MSS. of Commerson." 
(Shaw.) 

3 Based on " Sp. bivittatus Bloch, t. 263." 

* Sparus sciurus Shaw, includes Didbasis elegans (C. & V.) J. & G. and 
Serranus formosus (L. ) J. & G. S. sciurus may be considered as a syn- 
onym of S. formosus. 

6 Not P. macrophthalmus Cuv. and Val. = P. arenatus C. & V. 

6 Based on Sparus capistratus Gmelin. 

7 Based on Perca palpebrosa L. 

8 Based on Anthias lineatus Bloch, t. 326, f. 1. 

9 Based on Lutjanus albo-aureus La Cepede, iv, 239. 
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NAME. PAGE. 

Sparus 1 sigillatus, . . . 474 

Goinphosus variegatus, pi. 69, 480 

Labrus albidus, . . . 490 

Labrus undulatus, . . . 496 

Labrus ballanus, . pi. 71, 498 

Labrus ascanii, . . . 512 

Labrus 2 carinatus, . . . 522 

Labrus 3 cupreus, . . . 527 

Sciaena gibbosa, . . . 539 

Holocentrus decussatus, . 557 

Holocentrus japonicus, . . 565 

Holocentrus testudineus, . 566 

Holocentrus marginatus, . 566 

Holocentrus bicolor, . . 568 

Bodianus zebra, . . . 574 

Bodianus lunulatus, . . 575 
Scomber madagascariensis, 

pi. 75, 590 

Scomber 6 botla, . . .591 

Scomber leopardus, . .591 

Scomber maculosus, . . 592 

Scomber 7 nigricollis, . . 597 

Gasterosteus carolinensis, . 608 

Gasterosteus canadensis, . 609 

Mullus indicus, . . .614 

Mullus bandi, . . . 615 

Mullus 8 radiatus, . . . 618 

Mullus aureovittatus, . . 618 



IDENTIFICATION. 

? 

Gomphosus varius, La Cepede. 
Percis tetracanthus (La C), Swain. 
Julis lunaris (L.), Cuv. & Val. 
Labrus bergylta, Ascanius. 
Cynsedus melops (L.), Swain. 

? 

? 
Lutjanus gibbus, Bloch. 
Epinephelus 4 decussatus (Shaw), 

Swain. 
Epinephelus 5 ruber, Bloch. 
Epinephelus brunneus, Bloch. 
Epinephelus marginalis, Bloch. 
Epinephelus albofuscus (La C), 

Swain. 
Bodianus bcenack, Bloch. 
Bodianus lunaris (Forsk.), Swain. 
Scombroides lysan (Forsk.), Swn. 



Scomberomorus guttatus (Bl. and 

Sch.), Swain. 
Scomberomorus commersonii (La 

C), Swain. 
Teuthis, sp. 

Trachynotus carolinus (L.), Gill. 
Elacate canada (L.), Gill. 
Upeneus indicus (Shaw), Giinther. 
Upeneoides vittatus, Bleeker. 
Upeneus, sp. 
Upeneus flavolineatus, C. & V. 



1 Based on Lutjanus elliptico-flavus La Cepede, iv, 240. 

2 Based on Labrus aristatus La C epede, iii, 445. 

3 Based on Johnius ceneus Bloch, vii, 185, taf. 357. 

4 Not identified. Based on Epinephelus striatus Bloch, not Anathias 
striatus Bloch, also an Epinephelus. 

5 Not identified by recent writers. 

6 Based on "Botla Parah. Kussell's Indian Fishes, pi. 142 and var. ? 
pi. 137." 

7 Based on Centrogaster argentatus Gmel., Syst. Nat., 1337. 

8 Not identified by recent writers. 
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NAMB. PAGE. 

Trigla 1 japonica. . . . 624 

Genus Trachichtbys, . . 630 

Trachichtbys australis, . . 630 



IDENTIFICATION. 

? Cephalacanthus, sp. 
Genus Trachichtbys, Shaw. 
Trachichthys australis, Shaw. 



VOL V. 



NAME. 




PAGE. 


IDENTIFICATION. 


Loricaria 2 accipenser, 




. 36 


Loricaria maculata, Bloch. 


Loricaria dentata, 




. 37 


Loricaria cataphracta, L. 


Loricaria flava, 




. 38 


Hypostomusplecostomus(L.),C&V. 


Salmo 3 phinoc, 




. 54 


? Salmo trutta, L. 


Salmo salmulus, 




. 55 


Salmo salar, L. 


Salmo fulvus, . 




. 80 


Sarcodaces odoe (Bloch), Giinther. 


Salmo rostratus, 




. 86 


Coregonus oxyrhynchus, L. 


Esox barracauda, 




. 105 


Spbyraana picuda, Bl. & Sch. 


Esox cepedianus, 


pi. 


110, 117 


Lepidosteus tristsechus (Bl. & Sch.), 
J.&G. 


Esox leverianus, 




. 118 


Lepidosteus tristsechus (Bl. & Sch.), 
J.&G. 


Esox stomias, 




. 120 


Chauliodus sloanii, Bl. & Sch. 


Polypterus niloticus, 


pl. 


112, 122 


Polypterus bichir, Geoffroy. 


Mullus* malabaricus, 




. 137 


? Mugil, sp. 


Polynemus niloticus, 




. 151 


Polynemus plebejus, Gmel. 


Polynemus indicus, . 




. 155 


Polynemus indicus, Shaw. 


Polynemus tetradactyl 


us, 


. 155 


Polynemus totradactylus, Shaw. 


Polynemus commersonii, . 


. 156 


Polynemus plebejus, Gmel. 


Clupea gigantea, 




. 173 


Megalops cyprinoides (Brouss.), 
Bleeker. 


Cyprinus 5 rondeletii, 


pl. 


123, 194 


Cyprinus carpio, L. 


Cyprinus 6 pomeranicus, . 


. 202 


? 


Cyprinus' ferrugineus, 


pl. 


131, 218 


Cyprinus carpio, L. 


Cyprinus punctatus, 




. 220 


Abramis bipunctatus (Bloch), Gun. 


Cyprinus serta, 




. 232 


Abramis vimba (L.), C. & V. 


Cyprinus lancastriensis, . 


. 234 


Squalius leuciscus (L.), Heckel. 


Petromyzon plumbeus 


• 


. 263 


Petromyzon branchialis, L. 



1 Based on Trigla alata, Gmel. Syst. Nat., 1346. 

2 Loricaria accipenser Shaw, includes Loricaria maculata Bloch, and 
Loricaria cataphracta L. 

3 Based on "White Salmon, Penn., Brit. Zool." 

4 Based on " Peddarki Sovero Russ. pise, t. 182." 

6 Apparently a monstrosity: based on "Rondel, aquat. 2, p. 155." 

6 Based on " Cyprinus buggenhagii Bloch, t. 95." 

7 Apparently a monstrosity ; based on "Cyprin rouge-brun, Cepede, 6, 
p. 490." 
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NAME. PAGE. 

Petromyzon bi color, . . 263 

Raja chagrinea, . . .281 

Raja fasciata, . pi. 143, 286 



Raja poecilura, 

Raja' diabolus, 
Raja 2 maculata, 
Raja 3 bicolor, . 
Raja tliouiniana, 

Raja cuvieri, 
Squalus philippinus, 



. 291 

. 291 

. 316 

. 316 

pi. 147, 318 

. 319 

. 341 



Squalus* denticulatus, . . 351 

Squalus zebra, .... 352 

Squalus semisagittatus, . . 361 

Genus Spatularia, . . . 362 

Spatularia reticulata, pi. 156, 362 

Chimasra borealis, pi. 157, 365 

Chimaera australls, pi. 158, 368 

Lopliius europasus, pi. 161, 379 

Lophius cornubicus, . . 381 

Lophius muricatus, pi. 162, 382 

Lophius rostratus, pi. 163, 383 

Lophius 5 pictus, . pi. 165, 386 

Lophius 6 marmaratus, pi. 165, 38tj 
Cyclopterus 7 pyramidatus, 

pi. 167, 390 
Cyclopterus pavoninus, 

pi. 167, 391 

Cyclopterus 8 bispinosus, . 396 

Cyclopterus cornubicus, . 397 



IDENTIFICATION. 

Petromyzon branchialis, L. 

Raja fullonica, L. 

Myliobatis nieuhofii (Bl. & Sch.), 

C. & V. 
Pteroplatea micrura (Bl. & Sch.), 

Mull. & Henle. 
? Dicerobatis giornse (LaC.),Gunth. 

? 

? 
Rhinobatus thouinianus (Shaw), 

Swain. 
Raja clavata, L. 

Cestracion philippi (Bl. & Schn. ), 
Cuvier. 

? 
Stegostoma tigrinum (L.), Giinther. 
Pristis cuspidatus, Latham. 
Genus Polyodon, La Cepede. 
Polyodon spathula (Walb.), J. & G. 
Chimaera monstrosa, L. 
Callorhynchus australis (Shaw), 

Owen. 
Lophius piscatorius, L . 
Lophius piscatorius, L. 
Halieutaea stellata ( Walb. ), C. & V. 
Malthe vespertilio (L.), C. & V. 
Antennariusmultiocellatus (C.&V.) 
Giinther, var. leucosoma Bleeker . 
Antennarius, sp. 
Cyclopterus lumpue, L. 

Cyclopterus lumpus, L. 

? Cotylis, sp. 

Lepadogaster gouanii, La Cepede. 



1 Based on "Eereegoodee Tenkoo, Russel ind., t. 9." 

2 Based on "Temeree Russ. ind., t. 1." 

3 Based on "Nalla Temeree, Russ. ind., t. 2." 

4 Based on "Squale dented," La Cepede, i, 281 ; habitat unknown. 

5 "Pictus" is preoccupied. 

6 Not identified by recent writers ; " marmoratus " is preoccupied. 

7 Evidently a monstrosity. 

8 Based on Cyclopterus nudus Gmel., Syst. Nat., 1475. 
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Monacanthus, sp. 
Balistes bursa, Bl. & Sell. 
Balistes conspicillum, Bl. & Sch. 
Balistes viridescens, Bl. & Sch. 
Balistes rectangulus, Bl. & Sch. 
Balistes verrucosus, Bl. & Sch. 
Balistes cinereus, Bonnat. 
Balistes fuscus, Bl. & Sch. 
Balistes capistratus, Shaw. 
Aracana aurita (Shaw), Giinther. 
Aracana aurita (Shaw), Giinther. 
Diodon liturosus, Shaw. 
Orthagoriscus mola (L.), Bl. Sch. 
Ranzania truncata (Retz), Nardo. 
Orthagoriscus mola (L.), Bl. Sch. 
Phyllopteryx foliatus (Shaw), 

Swainson. 
Pegasus draconis, Linnaeus. 

1 Not identified by recent writers. " Native of the Indian seas : observed 
about the coasts of Otaheitee by Captain G. Tobin." (Shaw.) 
'* Based on Diodon tachete La Cepede, ii, 13. 



NAME. 






PAGB 


Balistes 1 liturosus, 


. 


, 


405 


Balistes sonneratii, 






406 


Balistes bicolor, 


pi. 


168, 


407 


Balistes virescens, 


. 


. 


408 


Balistes fasciatus, . 






409 


Balistes unimaculatus, . 


. 


410 


Balistes cinereus, . 


. 




410 


Balistes signatus, . 


. 


. 


416 


Balistes capistratus, 


. 


. 


417 


Ostracion auritus, 


pi. 


173, 


429 


Ostracion striatus, . 


. 




430 


Diodon 2 liturosus, . 


, 




436 


Ceplialus brevis, . 


pi. 


175, 


437 


Cephalus varius, 


. 


. 


439 


Cephalus pallasianus 


• 




440 


Syngnathus foliatus, 


pi. 


180, 


456 


Pegasus draco, 


Pi. 


182, 


461 



